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Horsted School

Barberry Avenue

Chatham

Kent

ME5 9TF

       Tel:01634 335400
Email: office@horstedschool.co.uk

Website : www.horstedschool.co.uk
Mr S Geary – Executive Headteacher

Mrs S Steer – Head of School

Dear Parents, 

It feels like we are getting close to the Christmas build up. Personally, I am going to try and hold it off until at least the beginning of December. 

In today’s education environment formal collaboration between schools is vital for the continual improvement of teaching and learning. The federation between Horsted Infant School, Horsted Junior School and Swingate Primary School to form The Bluebell Federation has been incredibly successful. Good practice and expertise has flown back and forth between the schools resulting in a more vibrant curriculum, greater opportunities and an improvement in teaching and learning. The local authority is getting ever smaller and building your own support structure between schools has never been so vital.  

As you know I have been working with Burnt Oak over the last year. This has proved extremely successful for both The Bluebell Federation and for Burnt Oak Primary School. 

Burnt Oak Primary School has developed many resources and developed a great deal of experience over the years which have been used by The Bluebell Federation to enhance its provision. 

Burnt Oak Primary School has achieved the prestigious “Inclusion Quality Mark”. This award acknowledges the inclusive nature of the school and all the work it does to ensure no pupil is left behind. 

Burnt Oak Primary School has a great deal of experience and resources for ensuring that children who have English as an additional language achieve to their potential and a great deal of experience in ensuring the provision for pupil premium children is the best it can possibly be. 

These skills, experience and resources can be used more efficiently and successfully as part of a formal structure.  

In light of this the governing body of The Bluebell Federation is recommending allowing Burnt Oak Primary School to join the federation. This will create a very strong group of schools that will help to improve all areas of school life including teaching and learning.

As part of the process of Burnt Oak joining The Bluebell Federation, we would like to undertake a consultation process with parents and any other interested parties.

The consultation process will last for 6 weeks and starts on the 20th November and runs until the 5th January. 

The consultation document can be found on both school websites 

The Horsted copy can be found under the “Parents” tab on the website

The Swingate copy can be found under the “New and Events” tab 

Burnt Oak Primary School joining The Bluebell Federation will not affect who teaches your children, the school uniform or where the children are taught. No teachers will be moved or can legally be moved from Horsted Schools or Swingate Primary School to Burnt Oak Primary School and no finances will be moved between the schools.

It will, however, allow teachers across the federation to work together to improve the education for your children.

The Bluebell Federation will benefit from the vast experience at Burnt Oak Primary School. It is a mutually beneficial partnership where both The Bluebell Federation and Burnt Oak Primary School will benefit greatly. 

There are a number of days where parents can drop into Horsted School and Swingate Primary School and ask any questions they have.

	Swingate Primary School – Drop in session 


	Thursday 30th November 3.30 – 4.30
Swingate School 

	Horsted Schools – Drop in session


	Tuesday 28th November 3.30 – 4.30 
Horsted School 



	Burnt Oak Primary School - Drop in session


	Wednesday 29th November 3.30 – 4.30 
Burnt Oak School 

	Evening Presentation to the wider community at Burnt Oak 


	Thursday 7th December – Wider community presentation/discussion 
Burnt Oak School 5.00 – 6.00 pm

	Evening Presentation to the wider community at Swingate


	Tuesday 12th December – Wider community presentation/discussion
Swingate School 5.00 – 6.00 pm

	Evening Presentation for wider community at Horsted


	Thursday 14th December – Wider community presentation/discussion
Horsted School 5.00 – 6.00 pm


There is also an email address where you can email in any comments.

Horsted Schools - consultation@horstedschool.co.uk
Swingate Primary School - consultation@swingate.medway.sch.uk
 or through this Consultation Response form which can be accessed through the link below

https://forms.office.com/e/aAZHUn6u6p
The governing body strongly believe that Burnt Oak Primary School joining The Bluebell Federation will be in the best interests of all the children across all schools. Burnt Oak Primary School will provide The Bluebell Federation with the vast array of skills and experience it has acquired. It will be a mutually beneficial partnership which will improve the life chances of children across the federation. 

The Governors strongly recommend allowing Burnt Oak Primary School to join The Bluebell Federation.

Yours sincerely, 
Steve Geary and The Bluebell Federation Governing Body. 


                                                     Academic, Physical and Emotional Success

